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Cordelia and her father Cornelius are the caretakers of an old
manor filled with monsters. One night, Cordelia finds her father
and almost all the monsters missing. With the help of a friendly
street urchin named Gregory and three remaining monsters, she
sets out on the hunt for Cornelius. Led to a New York City circus
and then a college campus in Halifax, Canada, they find a likely
suspect in Byron Newton-Plancke, a millionaire who uses his
influence to do away with unsavory creatures for the public good.
Returning home, Cordelia and her friends break into Plancke’s
estate, but fall into a trap. Plancke uses Cordelia to lure Cornelius
out of hiding. When Cornelius arrives to save his daughter, a fight
ensues. Plancke’s true identity is then revealed, and Cordelia and
her friends use their extensive knowledge of monsters to defeat
the enemy.
Oliver’s fantasy story has several problems. The book’s cover
and illustrations show Cordelia and Gregory, but these depictions
are not accurate. Readers learn that Cordelia is a redhead with
freckles and Gregory is short and dark-skinned with black hair.
This is not the way they are portrayed in the images. The first
twenty-four pages contain a dryly written monster encyclopedia.
With no illustrations to help readers visualize these new
monsters, each entry is just nonsense names followed by random
terminology. When readers finally reach the start of the story, all
the nonsensical monster titles are used with little description,
so readers must constantly refer back to the encyclopedia. This
approach distracts from the story and makes for a very disjointed
read.
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